
CRCJ 2030-001: Police & Society
Justin Nix

Spring 2022

E-mail: jnix@unomaha.edu Web: jnix.netlify.app
Office Hours: *** Class Hours: ***
Office: *** Class Room: ***

Course Description
This course is designed to explore the role of the police in American society. Attention is given to the
origins of policing, the nature of police organizations and police work, and patterns of relations between
the police and the public. The values of a democratic society as they affect the law enforcement role are
discussed.

Required Readings
• Policing (3rd Edition), by John Worrall and Frank Schmalleger. ISBN-13: 978-0-13-444192-4.
• Additional required readings are linked here.

Office Hours
I have office hours immediately following our class. You can drop in during this time if you have questions
or concerns about the course, your grade, etc. If these times don’t work for you, email me to set up an
appointment.

Communication Etiquette
Email is the best way to reach me with questions or concerns. Please include the course name in the
subject, begin all emails with a greeting, describe your concern or specific question(s), and conclude with
your full name.

Assignments
Exams
There will be three exams over the course of the semester, comprised of multiple choice and short-answer
questions drawn from the assigned readings and class discussions. You will have the entire class session
to complete each exam. Each exam is worth 25% of your final grade.

Other Assignments
Periodically, you will be required to complete reading quizzes, writing assignments, or group activities.
Collectively, these will account for the remaining 25% of your final grade.
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mailto:jnix@unomaha.edu
http://jnix.netlify.app
http://www.facultybookshelf.org/books.php?isbn=0134441923R&course=CRCJ+2030%3A+Police+and+Society&instructor=Dr.+Justin+Nix&univ=unomaha
https://jnix.netlify.app/courses/crcj2030/course_schedule/
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Grades
• Exam 1: 25%
• Exam 2: 25%
• Exam 3: 25%
• Other Assignments: 25%

These weighted scores will be added up at the end of the semester to generate your overall grade in the
course:

Letter Grade Score

A+ 97 - 100
A 93 - 96
A- 90 - 92
B+ 87 - 89
B 83 - 86
B- 80 - 82
C+ 77 - 79
C 73 - 76
C- 70 - 72
D+ 67 - 69
D 63 - 66
D- 60 - 62
F 0 - 59

Makeup Policy
Barring a family emergency or sickness, missed exams or assignments may not be made up. If either of
these situations do arise, please contact me immediately so that we can make arrangements.

Academic Integrity
Don’t cheat. Students should familiarize themselves with the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s State-
ment of Student Rights and Responsibilities and the policy on academic integrity. Any form of academic
dishonesty is unacceptable. Instances of academic dishonesty will, at a minimum, result in a failing grade
for that assignment, and a record of academic dishonesty will be placed in the student’s academic file that
is maintained by the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice. Instances of academic dishonesty may
also be subject to disciplinary action by the University.

Students with Accessibility Issues
Reasonable accommodations are provided for students who are registered with the Accessibility Services
Center and make their requests sufficiently in advance. For more information, contact the Accessibility
Services Center (MBSC 126, Phone 554-2872, TTY 554-3799, or visit their website).
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https://www.unomaha.edu/student-life/student-conduct-and-community-standards/policies/academic-integrity.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/student-life/inclusion/disability-services/index.php
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Tentative Class Schedule
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Week 01, 01/24 - 01/28
• Introductions and review of syllabus
• A brief overview of US policing today

Week 02, 01/31 - 02/04
• W&S Chapter 1

Week 03, 02/07 - 02/11
• W&S Chapter 2
• Padilla & Fine 2020

Week 04, 02/14 - 02/18
• W&S Chapter 3

Week 05, 02/21 - 02/25
• W&S Chapter 4
• EXAM 1 ON FEB. 24TH

Week 06, 02/28 - 03/04
• W&S Chapter 5
• Sierra-Arévalo 2020

Week 07, 03/07 - 03/11
• W&S Chapter 6

Week 08, 03/14 - 03/18
• NO CLASS

Week 09, 03/21 - 03/25
• W&S Chapters 8-9
• Sierra-Arévalo 2021
• Abt 2021

Week 10, 03/28 - 04/01
• W&S Chapter 9
• Chalfin et al. 2021
• EXAM 2 ON MAR. 31ST

Week 11, 04/04 - 04/08
• W&S Chapter 10
• Kansas v. Glover, 589 U.S. ___ (2020)
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https://theconversation.com/kids-perceptions-of-police-fall-as-they-age-for-black-children-the-decline-starts-earlier-and-is-constant-145511
https://www.jurist.org/commentary/2020/06/sierra-arevalo-police-training/
https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/563276-bidens-plan-to-spend-billions-on-community-policing-is-bad-policy
https://www.policechiefmagazine.org/necessary-but-not-sufficient/?ref=e6b395be13bf27a03cf9a63a7c18aced
https://www.niskanencenter.org/when-cities-add-cops-black-residents-could-have-the-most-to-gain-and-the-most-to-lose/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-556_e1pf.pdf
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Week 12, 04/11 - 04/15
• W&S Chapter 11
• Stoughton et al. 2020
• Cubukcu et al. 2021

Week 13, 04/18 - 04/22
• W&S Chapter 12

Week 14, 04/25 - 04/29
• W&S Chapter 13
• Tennessee v. Garner, 471 U.S. 1 (1985)
• Graham v. Connor et al., 490 U.S. 386 (1989) - Oral Argument

Week 15, 05/02 - 05/06
• W&S Chapter 13
• Kisela v. Hughes, 584 U.S. ___ (2018)

Week 16, 05/09 - 05/13
• FINAL EXAM ON MAY 12TH
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https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/how-actually-fix-americas-police/612520/
https://theconversation.com/the-concrete-effects-of-body-cameras-on-police-accountability-171460
https://www.policinglaw.info/assets/downloads/US_Supreme_Court_Tennessee_v._Garner_1985.pdf
https://apps.oyez.org/player/#/rehnquist3/oral_argument_audio/19082f
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-467_bqm1.pdf
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